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What does God Reveal to Man? 

(Compendium of the Catechism, Question #6, CCC #50-53) 
 

"It pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known the mystery 
of his will. His will was that men should have access to the Father, through Christ, the Word 

made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in the divine nature."  
(CCC #51, Eph 1:9; 2:18; 2 Pt 1:4) 

 
    
   1. Divine Revelation refers to God revealing not only who He is but also His divine will. It is His 
will to reconcile, redeem and save humanity through Jesus Christ. 
 
   2. The CCC paragraph #51 gives us a good summary. The first thing we can reflect on is how 
God reveals Himself. Notice that “it pleased God in His goodness” to reveal Himself. To desire 
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the true good for someone is the definition of love. Our faith and religion find their context in 
that God acted first out of loving goodness and it pleased Him to do so. 
 
   3. Secondly, God wills us to have “access to the Father.” God wills that we receive the full 
benefit of knowing God. He wants us to come to the knowledge of God as Father and Creator. If 
God wants us to have access to Him as Father, then we need to be made His sons and 
daughters. Through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, we have access to the Father's heart and 
mind. In the Father's heart, God and man can speak to one another and share each other's life. 
In the Father's heart, listening to His voice, we find the meaning and purpose of our lives. 
 
   4. The Father wants us to “share in the divine nature.” How can mortal man live the life of 
God? In Jesus, there is the perfect union of the human and the divine. The Son of God is the 
original model for man made in the image of God. To share in His nature is an invitation to be 
filled with Sanctifying Grace. God's will is not simply for us to have "God-like" qualities. The plan 
is to join our hearts, mind, and soul to His so that they act as one. Our hearts and minds can 
speak with His. This sharing of life with God is the plan of redemption and salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
   5. God's revelation of Himself is given in stages. This speaks volumes about the Lord God's 
patience with us. Catechesis in the Church should resemble this as well. Revelation is 
communicated gradually to better prepare for the next stage. God communicates himself to 
man gradually. He prepares him to welcome by stages the supernatural Revelation that is to 
culminate in the person and mission of the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. (CCC #53) 
 
   6. Before moving to the next question below, reflect on the following quote from St. Irenaeus 
of Lyons. “The Word of God dwelt in man and became the Son of man to accustom man to 
perceive God and to accustom God to dwell in man, according to the Father's pleasure.” 
   

 
 

Our Next reflection: What are the first stages of God’s Revelation? 
 
 


